402        To the Countess of "Upper Ossory      [1776

I do riot speak positively, you perceive. I must have
permission first.

You may be sure I enter very much, Madam, into your
sensations about Miss Vernon's trip to Winterslow Lodge,
and approve your consenting to it. One cannot hinder
others from doing what one wishes they did not, when
they are not in the wrong for doing it; and yet I
know one still wishes it did not happen. You can meet
with nobody that feels this more than I do; but one
must conquer oneself on those occasions. It is difficult,
I own; but as nobody feels exactly what one feels oneself
upon all situations, it is not reasonable to prescribe rules to
them from one's own disposition: and yet, though I preach,
I admire your fortitude in not having wanted to be preached
to; nor is the preacher always so equitable himseli I am
sorry you are losing Mr, James. I know what a loss it is to
miss a person whose opinions agree with one's own, I will
not preach on this chapter too, for I am sure my practice
would not be conformable to my doctrine.

Mr. Conway is visibly much mended; and though my
impatience is not satisfied yet, in all probability no traces
of his disorder will remain. His countenance is quite come
to Itself; and his disposition was so little disturbed, that in
one of the rainy days I passed there, he employed all the                   \

morning in cleaning his own boat. He is as indifferent
about the accident, and talks of it with as much unconcern
as if he had only been out on a skirmishing party.

Friday, 16th,                        I

I begatt this yesterday, and was interrupted. To-day
I have heard the shocking news of Mr. Darner's death, who
shot himself yesterday, at three o'clock in the morning,
at a tavern in Covent Garden. My first alarm was for
Mr. Conway; not knowing what effect such a horridnctuary in West-
